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Worn out by this absurd cold. Very good piano-practice. Dictated
La Sequestree de Poitiers, which causes me a lot of trouble despite
Martin-Chauffier's preparatory work (which, after all, I could have
done without), since an exaggerated conscientiousness forces me to
look up the texts themselves and in his copy I discover slight omissions,
doubtless intentional but which I cannot always approve.
Nine hundred sheets of the English and American edition of my
Montaigne to sign!47 . . . Read Cocteau s Le Livre blanc, lent by
Roland Saucier, until I receive the copy promised by Cocteau.48 What
empty agitation in the tales he relates! What affectation in his style!
What a play to the gallery in the poses he strikes! , . , What artifice!
. . . Yet certain obscenities are related in a charming way. What is
shocking, and greatly so> is the pseudo-religious sophistries.
12  October
What is he doing? Where is he? Is he thinking of me? Is he telling
himself perhaps that I am forgetting him? . * . This constant interro-
gation plays a muffled accompaniment to all my thoughts.
13 October
Sweating, puffing, exhausted, and exasperated by my cold. Inca-
pable of a sustained effort I am waiting for it to get over, but know
that I am in for a fortnight more of it.
Mme The'o is to return this evening. Everything tires and bores me.
With that youngster has left me all the youth that remained to me.
15 October
The feelings I noted down the last few days strike me as exagger-
ated to the very edge of insincerity. It is true that the thought of that
child concerns me greatly and that at every moment of the day I feel
it breaking through . . . but without any great sorrow. I cannot say
either that I am resigned to this silence; but what is always seems to
me what had to be; the dominant feature of my character is perhaps an
extraordinary, untranslatable <rbuoyancy."49
47   Montaigne, an Essay in Two Parts by Andre Gide was published in
London by the Blackamore Press in 1929 in a translation by Stephen H,
Guest and Trevor E. Blewitt. The two separate essays had first appeared in
France in reviews, the first in Commerce in 1928 and the second in the
Nouvelk Revue Frangaise in June 1929.
48   The White Book was a luxurious folio volume issued by Editions du
Cygne in early 1930. It recounted the homosexual experiences of the anony-
mous author, for, though Cocteau illustrated the book, he claimed not to
have written it.
49   This last word appears in English.